Asphyxiation from shoulder seat belts: an unusual motor vehicle injury.
Two cases of accidental asphyxia caused by lap-shoulder seat belts are reported. Lethal neck injuries from shoulder seat belts are uncommon, and episodes of asphyxiation are even rarer. Positioning of the shoulder belt over the neck, short stature, and incapacitation from other injuries were predisposing factors to upper airway compromise in these cases.